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difficulties with the 'compounding of consciousness,' and his failure to appre- 
ciate Kant, without whom Renouvier's and his own contributions might have 
been impossible (p. 62, footnote). He also points out that James finally 
learned to interpret Hegel sympathetically (p. 197). 

William K. Wright. 
Dartmouth College. 

The Freudian Wish and Its Place in Ethics. By Edwin B. Holt. New York, 
1915. — pp. vii, 212. 

The title of this essay is misleading. It is not so much an application of 
Freud's doctrine of the 'wish' to ethical theory as it is a contribution to be- 
havioristic psychology and the new realism. The author had previously 
developed a realistic theory of cognition, and in the first two chapters of this 
book he modifies Freud's conception of the 'wish ' so as to make it conform with 
this theory of his own. He thus makes the rich empirical data of the Freudian 
school available for his own point of view, and for the new realism. He 
proposes to substitute the 'wish' for the 'sensation' as the unit of psychology. 
The 'wish' is defined as "a course of action which some mechanism of the body 
is set to carry out, whether it actually does so or not," which is "dependent on a 
motor attitude of the physical body, which goes over into overt action and con- 
duct when the wish is carried into execution " (pp. 3, 4). The 'wish' is more 
dynamic, concrete, objective, and functional than the 'sensation.' 

In subsequent chapters the writer attempts to describe the formation of 
character in the terminology of the 'wish.' He succeeds in showing that some 
phases of character formation can be treated in this way. As opposed to the 
'sensation' of structural psychology, which is utterly useless in problems of 
this kind, he makes a clear case indeed. But is the 'wish ' the best substitute 
for the ' sensation ' ? Many of Professor Holt's picturesque illustrations involve 
relations between purposing personalities in social situations, and he does not 
succeed in doing justice to these in terms of the 'wish.' Professor Holt really 
does not appear to have been thorough enough in carrying out his own be- 
havioristic principles. For he strongly insists that 'behavior' must be dis- 
tinguished from mere reflex action. Even though behavior may be a coordina- 
tion of reflexes, to describe it in terms of reflexes alone would be to lose sight 
of the principles of coordination, and to regard it too atomistically; it would be 
to utilize the 'bead theory' of causation that physics has abandoned (pp. 156 
ff.). On the contrary, it is necessary to study the organization of these reflexes 
(pp. 160, f.). But Professor Holt's own account of moral choice at times comes 
perilously near to being a ' bead-theory ' of ' wishes. ' To be sure, he often speaks 
of the 'integration' of 'wishes,' and effectively contrasts this with 'suppression' 
and 'dissociation' which he shows are pathological and immoral. But he 
says nothing very definite about this 'integration' except that it involves 
'discrimination.' But who or what does the discriminating? The whole self? 
He ought to tell us how 'wishes' become coSrdinated or integrated into senti- 
ments and a self. Though it would be unfair to condemn the ' wish ' because 
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it has not been successfully applied to the larger problems of conduct in this 
popular sketch, it cannot be said that Professor Holt has succeeded in showing 
that the 'wish' is as promising a tool of analysis for the psychology of ethics 
as the 'instinct,' 'emotion,' 'sentiment' and 'self of McDougall and Shand. 

With the general spirit and purpose of the book the undersigned finds him- 
self largely in sympathy. The moral life of course does somehow go on in the 
behavior of organisms, and to show how it develops from reflexes has been a 
momentous problem ever since Spencer. If Professor Holt can ultimately 
succeed in making moral conduct, including selfhood and personality, intel- 
igible in terms of behaviorism he will achieve a splendid triumph both for the 
new psychology and the new realism. This book is at least extremely thought- 
provoking, and it is written in a facile style that makes it thoroughly delightful 
reading. 

William K. Wright. 
Dartmouth College. 

Development of Personality. A Phase of the Philosophy of Education. By 
Brother Chrysostom, F.S.C. Philadelphia, John Joseph McVey, 1916. — 
pp. xxi, 379. 

In spite of the fact that the protestant layman will find the terminology of 
this book somewhat strange he cannot fail to apprehend the sincerity and the 
learning of the author. The introduction by Thomas W. Churchill reminds 
the reader that religious teaching has gradually been excluded from the public 
school until many serious students are alarmed at the prospect of a generation 
unschooled in reverence and unselfish devotion. Of the five sections of this 
book, the first recites the Roman Catholic criticism of the secular training of 
teachers and maintains that the religious novitiate is a much better preparation 
for teaching and for the development of personality. The second section dis- 
cusses religious faith and its value for the teacher. The third pursues the 
same subject in a chapter called " Biological Aspects of Faith " and in another, 
" Psychological Aspects of Faith." The substance of both these chapters is 
familiar notwithstanding the strange sound of the titles. In the fourth section 
another aspect of the training of the religious teacher is introduced in the study 
of the psychology and educational value of meditation. A final section is 
devoted to the superior training for social life which the religious novitiate 
secures through its "detachment from worldly goods, subjection of the flesh 
to the spirit, submission of the will to lawful authority, and all for God's sake" 
(p. 59). Probably a majority of those who read the book will be convinced by 
the temper and humanity of the author rather than by his logic. To the 
critical mind the practice of introducing a quotation to prove a point which in 
the nature of the case can be proved by experimental evidence only will be 
irritating but need not be taken too seriously. With the main thesis that 
personality is best developed by contact with religious attitudes very few 
would quarrel. 

H. G. Townsend. 
Smith College. 



